Transmittal History for Revision to Latino/a Studies Minor
ASC CCI- Unanimously Approved
11-21-08 minutes:
1. Latino/a Studies Revision to Minor

a. Intro (Krissek): Reviewed 10-29 by Interdisciplinary Subcommittee, proposed revisions summarized in subcommittee’s cover letter – one core course required then students can focus in one of three areas. Some deletions and a number of additions to available courses due to expansion of faculty who can offer courses, which was one main rationale for change. Committee’s questions were answered and responsibility of students to make appropriate choices were made clear on advising sheet.

b. History and Context (Aldama): E-mails were sent to all related departments over summer soliciting appropriate courses, including special topics courses that could be applicable under certain circumstances in the future. This invitational approach worked well to inform programs and students and to deepen and broaden the content of minor. 

i. 242 Intro to Latino/a Studies will provide common theoretical and methodological base, but will also provide students with a cohort which can provide future support for student success.

ii. Focus areas allow for visible structure for students while maintaining a reasonable amount of breadth and also help students align major and/or study interests with the minor concentration. Program hopes that this restructuring will result in increased number of students.

iii. Q: Will there be adequate staffing to accommodate new core course requirement? A: Yes due to new faculty hires and advanced ABDs

iv. Approximately 10-12 students complete minor per year and more are anticipated due to the growth in and visibility of minor.

Subcommittee letter stands as motion to approve, 2nd Shanda

Interdisciplinary Initiatives Sub-Committee – Approved with contingencies
10-29-08 minutes:


4. Latino/a Studies Minor
a. intro—to make it a more focused minor for students

b. Q &A:

(1) Breadth vs. focus: The program seems to be really focused and the choices of courses in categories are limited.  Are there concentration areas to allow more breadth? A: Yes. Since there are so few credits for minors, the program wants to be more focused. Students can plan their courses with the advisor or petition to choose courses not on the list.

(2) Concerns for the “with approval” topics courses (e.g. English 581): A: Frederick will work with the students—if they can’t provide evidence, they can’t get it. (Discussion of having a “minor” check on the topical courses, or ask Frederick to keep a list.) Clarification on topics courses will be made on the minor sheet to inform the students.

(3) WS 693 is S/U and cannot be counted in a minor. Will be checked.

Approved with contingencies (2) and (3).
